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in his constituency they were more interested in the parish pump
than in world affairs. And this man, with his forty years of public
service, behind him, with his wide knowledge of so many problems,
is out of Parliament, while an almost unknown local man sits in
his place* I don't think any more comment is necessary, except
that in the short time he was in the House he showed real parlia-
n^entary gifts.

I have not written anything of the great events of 1944 and 1945.
It is not because I am unconscious of their importance but because
they are so near at hand that they are familiar to ail of us.

One thing I should like to record here, and that is that though
I was kept informed officially of most events of importance I was in
complete ignorance of the events that led up to D-Day, and no
one was more taken by surprise than I was by the skill and secrecy
with which the landing on the coast of Normandy was organised.
Sufficient credit has not been given to the Prime Minister and all his
chiefs of staff who worked out with their opposite numbers in
the U.S.A. the master plan. Churchill exercised great restraint
for a long time in face of constant attacks by left-wing politicians
because of his failure to organise a second front.

It is already forgotten that meetings were organised for a year
or two before the landing, protesting against this failure; the
hoardings were covered with posters, "Second Front Now." We
know that if under this pressure the Prime Minister had been
rushed it would have spelt disaster, as it was vital to success that
the plan should be worked out in every detail and proper equipment
for landing constructed. It wanted months of careful preparation
if countless lives were not to be lost and success assured. Members
of Parliament were pestered by long-haired youths, safe in protected
occupations, to force the Government in 1942 and 1943 to land a
force in France* It would not have helped Russia, because if the
expeditionary force had been landed prematurely it would have
failed in its objective, which would have been disastrous for our
morale and would have reacted adversely on our ally.

In peace time it is customary for the Prime Minister on the
eve of the opening of Parliament to give an official dinner at
10 Downing Street to all his Ministers, when the contents of the
King's Speech are revealed to them* This custom had been suspended
during the war, but Churchill had decided to revive it in 1944.
The only outsiders invited are Mr. Speaker and the mover and
seconder of the Address. But on this occasion the Prime Mimstov
as he was head of a non-party government^ decided to extend fci$
invitation to Arthur Greenwood and myself, a.<^araitog gesture
which I much appreciated. At the last